Grade 3 Sample Test Prompt

Word Choice

Y our teacher is absent and you have been asked to teach your class for aday. Think
about what you would do if you were the teacher.

Write a story about your day asthe teacher.

Y our writing should:
e Have abeginning, middle, and end.
e Describe yourself and your class.

¢ Include important details about your day.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

WORD CHOICE

6

Words convey the intended message in an exceptionally
interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to
audience and purpose. The writer employs arich, broad
range of words, which have been carefully chosen and
thoughtfully placed for impact. Thewritingis
characterized by

accurate, strong, specific words; powerful words
energize the writing.

fresh, original expression; slang, if used, seems
purposeful and is effective.

vocabulary that is striking and varied, but that is
natural and not overdone.

ordinary words used in an unusual way.

words that evoke strong images; figurative language
may be used.

5

Words convey the intended message in an interesting,
precise, and natural way appropriate to audience and
purpose. The writer employs a broad range of words
which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully
placed for impact. The writing is characterized by

accurate, specific words; word choices energize the
writing.

fresh, vivid expression; slang, if used, seems
purposeful and is effective.

vocabulary that may be striking and varied, but that
is natural and not overdone.

ordinary words used in an unusual way.

words that evoke clear images; figurative language
may be used.

4

Words effectively convey the intended message. The
writer employs a variety of words that are functional and
appropriate to audience and purpose. Thewriting is
characterized by

words that work but do not particularly energize the
writing.

expression that is functional; however, slang, if used,
does not seem purposeful and is not particularly
effective.

attempts at colorful language that may occasionally
seem overdone.

occasional overuse of technical language or jargon.
rare experiments with language; however, the
writing may have some fine moments and generally
avoids clichés.

3

Language is quite ordinary, lacking interest, precision and
variety, or may be inappropriate to audience and purpose
in places. The writer does not employ avariety of words,
producing a sort of “generic” paper filled with familiar
words and phrases. The writing is characterized by

words that work, but that rarely capture the reader’s
interest.

expression that seems mundane and general; slang, if
used, does not seem purposeful and is not effective.
attempts at colorful language that seem overdone or
forced.

words that are accurate for the most part, although
misused words may occasionally appear, technical
language or jargon may be overused or
inappropriately used.

reliance on clichés and overused expressions.

2

Language is monotonous and/or misused, detracting
from the meaning and impact. The writingis
characterized by

words that are colorless, flat or imprecise.
monotonous repetition or overwhelming reliance on
wornh expressions that repeatedly distract from the
message.

images that are fuzzy or absent altogether.

1

The writing shows an extremely limited vocabulary or is
so filled with misuses of words that the meaning is
obscured. Only the most general kind of message is
communicated because of vague or imprecise language.
The writing is characterized by

general, vague words that fail to communicate.
an extremely limited range of words.

words that simply do not fit the text; they seem
imprecise, inadequate, or just plain wrong.
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 1

Writing

ey e Now write your final copy on the following two pages.

FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 1 -- Paper has extremely limited vocabulary . Only the
most general kind of message is communicated . Writer shows an —
extremely limited range of words. -

Page 5 Go.On .
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 2A

Writing

DIl [ L3 Now write your final copy on the following two pages.

FINAL COPY
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Page 5 Go On .
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 2B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 2 -- Language is monotonous and misused. Repetition of A
phrases (“I thank...” “l would...” “you can...” “I can...”) detracts from
| the content. Paper confuses the reader with imprecise words (“...a good
job...”). Overuse of words: good job, nice job.

Page 6
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 3

Writing

LSl Now write your final copy on the following two pages,

FINAL COPY
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— Scorepoint 3 -- The writer does not employ avariety of words. The B
—{ words then and when (wene) are used repeatedly. Language lacks interest |-
and precision. The writer uses words that work but rarely capture the
reader’s interest.

Page 5 Go On .
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 4A

Writing

eSO LY Now write your final copy on the following two pages.

FINAL COPY
_ | ‘(‘ T wag a '-’ Cpner ;ﬂ o e diﬁgf
L I s o lecher for o day-T ould
i”Jerj)(& ﬁt»;he#‘ Then 1 mud Je” them we
wiul 7

bf? jea"”-‘ﬂﬁ‘; how 4o mull ole by 35, 75 and
5% ?er'éfr“ "Péac'Lmﬁ bhewn b lo m,«hﬂ/ T Wc}U/ﬁ’
el dhepn 5 mmu—fé brew? then 1”:’3 LN" 1o Jm/«»
1%?@'\ Curéive  yurklbeok  and {#‘ {heom Pi’adh(t’ the
leflere K ad 1. T :mu|0( show +he ¢ loge

how 4o wote Yne lellers < and b 4y Jhe
WL\;'-LE bmre’?{ Q%‘f@k fwf }(mé .iw';;hc:;? ‘na. f ff/
le  thom dp i1 bw Themselve . Wbﬁh T w

e T will ot dhe clase thor shacks o

_reCess, Qfﬁfl{?f” reeesS is  done T }6} ‘Hﬁ €
Clacs” Linched '}her{ CLvsive, and’ 4 hf‘
Thete  done T 1l Dhe okrss road for Jwes

pinvleo. When Lhiet Jcm*e T will [ J\«e—m
hove o Lreo# Loy 4hree mnvides They 7'l
each Jhem & lessongad o *h@ class do
He lesn. Mso when i1's dime pov lonch
I!” bf"ﬂ& JLQW} Yo lu-hh a{-‘b’?d [of I(lxe
class  eat rmr‘/ heve /wch recess. (Jhen
Jhe ¢lass iS5 done wilh reress T et the
clocs ruad ml‘g with pe. When T+% almsst
tme o ao h“ M "[_. H 11&'6’ class ».(ZM 7 ;1, v

L i/
of spockle . When (s Lime o’ 90

=

Page 5 6o on P

Arizona Department of Education Page 7 of 11 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 3 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 4B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 4 -- The writer employs avariety of words (“introduce,”
“multiply,” and “cursive”) and effectively conveys the intended message.
Words are functional, but do not particularly energize t he writing.

Page 6 @
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 5A

Writing

Ll Mow wrile your final copy on the following two pages.

FINAL COPY
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 5B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Scor e Point 5 -- Words convey the intended messagein an
interesting and natural way appropriate to audience and
purpose. The writer employs a broad range of words (cancel,
treats, whistle); slang seems purposeful and is effective — “Dig
in!”

Page & @
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Grade 3 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 6

Writing

(MM Nw wrile your fnul copy on the Eellowing two pages,
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Score point 6 -- The writer employs arich, broad range of
words (managed, behavior, and hugged), thoughtfully
placed for impact. Vocabulary is natural and not overdone.
“It was a challenge, but I accepted it.” Ordinary words are
used in an unusual way (“Schedules always need to flow.”).
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